UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN 
AT LAW AND IN ADMIRALTY 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Plaintiff, 


V. 


Case No. 


APPROXIMATELY $22,606.00 IN UNITED 
STATES CURRENCY, and 

ONE 2017 LINCOLN MKZ, VEHICLE 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (VIN) 
3LN6L5E95HR614085, WITH ALL 
APPURTENANCES AND ATTACHMENTS 
THEREON, 


Defendants. 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR CIVIL FORFEITURE IN REM 


The United States of America, by its attorneys, Matthew D. Krueger, United States 
Attorney for the Eastern District of Wisconsin, and Scott J. Campbell, Assistant United States 
Attorney for this district, alleges the following in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure: 

Nature of the Action 

1. This is a civil action to forfeit properties to the United States of America, under 
21 U.S.C. §§ 881(a)(4) and (6), for violations of 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1). 

The Defendants In Rem 

2. The defendant approximately $22,606.00 in United States currency was seized on 
or about October 25, 2018, from Cardale Bland at or near 7XXX West Marine Drive, 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
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3. 


The defendant one 2017 Lincoln MKZ bearing vehicle identification number 


(VIN) 3LN6L5E95HR614085 was seized on or about October 25, 2018, from Cardale Bland at 
or near 7XXX West Marine Drive, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

4. The defendant properties are presently in the custody of the United States Marshal 
Service in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

5. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over an action commenced by the 
United States under 28 U.S.C. § 1345, and over an action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1355(a). 

6. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant properties under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1355(b). 

7. Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1), because the acts or 
omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district. 

Basis for Forfeiture 

8. The defendant approximately $22,606.00 in United States currency is subject to 
forfeiture to the United States of America under 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) because it was used or 
intended to be used in exchange for controlled substances, represents proceeds of trafficking in 
controlled substances, or was used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of 21 U.S.C. 

§ 841(a)(1). 

9. The defendant one 2017 Lincoln MKZ bearing vehicle identification number 
(VIN) 3LN6L5E95HR614085 is subject to forfeiture to the United States of America under 

21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(4) because it was used, or intended to be used, to transport, or to facilitate the 
transportation, sale, receipt, possession, or concealment of a controlled substance in violation of 
21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1). 
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Facts 


10. Heroin is a Schedule I controlled substance under 21 U.S.C. § 812. 

11. Marijuana is a Schedule I controlled substance under 21 U.S.C. § 812. 

12. Fentanyl is a Schedule II controlled substance under 21 U.S.C. § 812. 

13. Cocaine is a Schedule II controlled substance under 21 U.S.C.§812. 

14. Oxycodone is a Schedule II controlled substance under 21 C.F.R. § 1308. 

15. Lactose is used by drug dealers to cut or dilute controlled substances. 

Controlled buys of heroin, or a mixture of heroin and fentanyl, from Cardale Bland 

16. On August 28, 2018, at approximately 1:06 p.m., a Wisconsin Department of 
Justice - Division of Criminal Investigation confidential informant (“Cl”) purchased 
approximately 2.2 grams of heroin from Cardale Bland for $390 in pre-recorded buy money at or 
near 7157 North 46* Street in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

17. On September 13, 2018, at approximately 4:35 p.m., the Cl purchased 
approximately 3.55 grams of heroin from Cardale Bland for $520 in pre-recorded buy money at 
or near a Marathon gas station located at 10501 West Brown Deer Road in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin (the “Marathon station”). 

18. On September 25, 2018, at approximately 4:03 p.m., the Cl purchased 
approximately 3.78 grams of a mixture of heroin and fentanyl from Cardale Bland for $560 in 
pre-recorded buy money at or near the Marathon station. 

19. On October 22, 2018, at approximately 3:34 p.m., the Cl purchased 
approximately 4.27 grams of a mixture of heroin and fentanyl from Cardale Bland for $650 in 
pre-recorded buy money at or near the Marathon station as follows: 

A. On October 22, 2018, at approximately 3:15 p.m., during a telephone 

conversation to set up the drug deal. Bland instructed the Cl to meet Bland 
at a location - namely, the Marathon station - for the purchase of heroin. 
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B. At about 3:29 p.m., the Cl drove into the Marathon station parking lot and 
parked on the west side. 

C. At about 3:33 p.m., Cardale Bland drove into the Marathon station parking 
lot in the defendant 2017 Lineoln MKZ and parked on the north side. 

D. The lieense plates on the defendant 2017 Lineoln MKZ - ABE3XXX - 
were registered to Cardale Bland. 

E. Cardale Bland was the driver and sole oceupant of the defendant 2017 
Eineoln MKZ. 

E. The Cl then exited CEs vehicle and entered the front passenger side of the 
defendant 2017 Lincoln MKZ. 

G. While inside the defendant 2017 Lincoln MKZ, Bland handed to Cl three 
clear plastic knotted corner-cut baggies containing a mixture of heroin and 
fentanyl with a total weight of approximately 3.02 grams. 

H. Bland then took an additional approximately 1.25 grams in loose chunks 
of a heroin and fentanyl mixture out of another baggie containing a larger 
amount of that mixture and handed the approximately 1.25 grams to the 
CL 

I. Bland handed to the Cl a total of approximately 4.27 grams of the heroin 
and fentanyl mixture. 

J. The Cl then handed $650 in pre-recorded buy money to Bland as payment 
for the approximately 4.27 grams of a mixture of heroin and fentanyl. 

K. The Cl asked Bland about purchasing a larger amount of heroin from 
Bland in the future, and Bland agreed to do so. 

L. After the drug transaction, at approximately 3:35 p.m., the Cl exited the 
defendant 2017 Lincoln MKZ and returned to CEs vehicle. 

October 6, 2018 traffic stop and arrest of Cardale Bland 

20. On October 6, 2018, Milwaukee Police Department officers conducted a traffic 
stop on an Infinity Q50 for a suspended license plate registration. The vehicle and plates were 
registered to Cardale Bland. 

21. Cardale Bland was the driver of the Infinity, and three minor females were 
passengers. 
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22. Officers approached Bland’s vehicle and spoke with Bland, who remained in the 
driver’s seat. While speaking with Bland, one officer saw marijuana buds and flakes on Bland’s 
lap, and asked Bland to exit the vehicle. After Bland exited the vehicle, officers saw a corner cut 
bag of drugs on the driver’s seat where Bland had been sitting. 

23. Officers attempted to handcuff Bland, but Bland resisted arrest and refused to 
comply with officers’ orders. Ultimately, one officer deployed a taser on Bland, who was then 
taken into custody. 

24. Below are some of the items that were inside the Infinity on October 6, 2018; 

A. A bag on the driver’s seat contained 13 individually wrapped, clear 
plastic, corner cut baggies containing a total of 8.56 grams of heroin. 

B. A digital scale was inside the driver’s door compartment. 

C. A total of four cell phones were in the vehicle. 

25. On Bland’s person, officers found a baggie containing 3.79 grams of marijuana, 
along with $545 - which currency is not a defendant in this case. 

26. On October 9, 2018, Cardale Bland was charged in Milwaukee County Circuit 
Court, Case No. 18CF4831, with (1) possession of heroin with intent to deliver - second and 
subsequent offense, and (2) resisting an officer. 

27. On October 10, 2018, Cardale Bland posted $2,500 cash bond in Case 
No. 18CF4831 and was released from custody. 

October 25, 2018 execution of search warrants at Cardale Bland’s residence and on the 
defendant 2017 Lincoln MKZ 

28. On October 25, 2018, officers executed a search warrant at the residence of 
Cardale Bland, 7XXX W. Marine Drive, Milwaukee, Wisconsin (“Bland’s residence”). 

29. Present at Bland’s residence during execution of the search warrant were Cardale 
Bland, an individual having the initials B.H., and two minor children. 
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30. Below are some of the items inside Bland’s residence on October 25, 2018. 

A. In the dining room; A hydraulic press labeled “brick press.” 

B. In the living room; 

i. Two bags containing a total of 1.47 grams of marijuana, and 

ii. One cell phone. 

C. In the kitchen; 

i. A digital pocket scale with suspected drug residue, 

ii. A baggie with four 15mg Oxycodone pills, 

hi. A bag of Lactose, 

iv. One cell phone, 

V. Comer cut baggies and baggies, and 

vi. Blender cups with suspected dmg residue. 

D. In the master bedroom; 

i. On the dresser; a cell phone. 

ii. In a pair of men’s pants on the floor by the bed; 

a. Approximately $406 in United States currency, 

b. A cell phone that was assigned the phone number used by 
the Cl to set up the dmg buys with Cardale Bland, and 

c. A bag containing; (1) 15 clear plastic comer cut baggies 
containing a mixture of heroin and fentanyl totaling 
9.84 grams, and (2) 8 clear plastic comer cut baggies 
containing cocaine base totaling 2.96 grams. 

iii. In the closet containing men’s clothing; 

a. A Milwaukee County Sheriffs Office property log sheet 
for the booking of Cardale Bland dated October 7, 2018, 

b. A semi-automatic handgun with an extended magazine 
loaded with one round in the chamber and 27 rounds in the 
magazine, 

c. A second semi-automatic handgun - which had been 
reported as stolen with Greenfield Police Department - 
with an extended magazine loaded with 30 rounds, 

d. One cell phone, 
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e. A Gucci bag containing approximately $23,000 in United 
States eurrency, and 

f. Identifiers for Cardale Bland. 

31. A total of approximately $23,406 was seized from Bland’s residence - 
approximately $406 from the men’s pants and approximately $23,000 from the Gucci bag. 

32. The seized approximately $23,406 ineluded $800 in pre-reeorded bills that the Cl 
had paid to Cardale Bland in exehange for heroin, or a mixture of heroin and fentanyl, as 
follows: 

A. $220 (11-$20 bills) from the August 28, 2018 controlled buy, 

B. $280 (14-$20 bills) from the September 13, 2018 controlled buy, and 

C. $300 (10-$20 bills and 1-$100 bill) from the October 22, 2018 eontrolled 
buy. 

33. The defendant approximately $22,606 in United States eurreney is eomprised of 
the seized approximately $23,406 after subtraeting the $800 in buy money. 

34. Denominations of the defendant approximately $22,606 were 39-$ 100 bills, 
68-$50 bills, 765-$20 bills, l-$5 bill, and 1-$1 bill. 

35. Offieers also exeeuted a search warrant on the defendant 2017 Lineoln MKZ, 
which was parked in the driveway at Bland’s residence. Inside the defendant vehiele were 
identifiers for Cardale Bland and one eell phone. 

Cardale Bland’s October 9, 2018 State Drug Charges 

36. On October 9, 2018, Cardale Bland was charged in Milwaukee County Cireuit 
Court, Case No. 18CF4831 with (1) possession of heroin with intent to deliver- second and 
subsequent offense, and (2) resisting an offieer. 

37. A jury trial in Case No. 18CF4831 is seheduled for September 30, 2019. 
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Cardale Bland’s October 26, 2018 State Drug Charges 

38. On October 26, 2018, Cardale Bland was charged in Milwaukee County Cireuit 
Court, Case No. 18CF5127, with (1) four counts of manufacture/deliver heroin, (2) one count of 
possession of heroin with intent to deliver, (3) one count of maintaining a drug trafficking place, 
(4) two counts of possession of a firearm by a felon, and (5) two counts of bail jumping. 

39. A jury trial in Case No. 18CF5127 is scheduled for September 30, 2019. 

Warrant for Arrest In Rem 

40. Upon the filing of this eomplaint, the plaintiff requests that the Court issue an 
arrest warrant in rem pursuant to Supplemental Rule G(3)(b), which the plaintiff will execute 
upon the defendant properties pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(d) and Supplemental Rule G(3)(e). 

Claims for Relief 

41. The plaintiff alleges and incorporates by reference the paragraphs above. 

42. By the foregoing and other acts, the defendant approximately $22,606.00 in 
United States eurreney was used or intended to be used in exchange for eontrolled substanees, 
represents proceeds of trafficking in controlled substances, or was used or intended to be used to 
faeilitate a violation of 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1). 

43. The defendant approximately $22,606.00 in United States eurreney is therefore 
subject to forfeiture to the United States of Ameriea under 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 

44. By the foregoing and other acts, the defendant 2017 Lincoln MKZ bearing vehicle 
identifieation number (VIN) 3LN6L5E95HR614085 was used, or intended to be used, to 
transport, or to facilitate the transportation, sale, receipt, possession, or concealment of a 
eontrolled substance in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1). 
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45. The defendant 2017 Lincoln MKZ bearing vehicle identification number (VIN) 
3LN6L5E95HR614085 is therefore subject to forfeiture to the United States of America under 
21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(4). 

WHEREFORE, the United States of America prays that a warrant of arrest for the 
defendant properties be issued; that due notice be given to all interested parties to appear and 
show cause why the forfeiture should not be decreed; that judgment declare the defendant 
properties to be condemned and forfeited to the United States of America for disposition 
according to law; and that the United States of America be granted such other and further relief 
as this Court may deem just and equitable, together with the costs and disbursements of this 
action. 

Dated at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, this 6''’ day of June, 2019. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MATTHEW D. KRUEGER 

United States Attorney 


By: s/SCOTT J. CAMPBEEE _ 

SCOTT J. CAMPBEEE 

Assistant United States Attorney 

Scott J. Campbell Bar Number: 1017721 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

Office of the United States Attorney 

Eastern District of Wisconsin 

517 East Wisconsin Avenue, Room 530 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202 

Telephone: (414) 297-1700 

Fax: (414) 297-1738 

E-Mail: scott.campbell@usdoi.gov 
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Verification 


I, Matthew Cooper, hereby verify and deelare under penalty of perjury that I am a Task 
Foree Offieer with the Drug Enforeement Administration (DEA) in Milwaukee, that I have read 
the foregoing Verified Complaint for Civil Eorfeiture in rem and know the eontents thereof, and 
that the faetual matters eontained in paragraphs 10 through 35 of the Verified Complaint are true 
to my own knowledge. 

The sourees of my knowledge and information are the offieial files and reeords of the 
United States, information supplied to me by other law enforeement offieers, as well as my 
investigation of this ease, together with others, as a Task Eoree Offieer with DEA. 

I hereby verify and deelare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and eorreet. 

Date; 06-06-2019 _ s/MATTHEW COOPER _ 

Matthew Cooper 

Task Eoree Offieer 

Drug Enforeement Administration 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN 
AT LAW AND IN ADMIRALTY 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Plaintiff, 


V. 


Case No. 


APPROXIMATELY $22,606.00 IN UNITED 
STATES CURRENCY, and 

ONE 2017 LINCOLN MKZ, VEHICLE 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (VIN) 
3LN6L5E95HR614085, WITH ALL 
APPURTENANCES AND ATTACHMENTS 
THEREON, 


Defendants. 


WARRANT FOR ARREST IN REM 

To; THE UNITED STATES MARSHAL 
Eastern District of Wisconsin 

WHEREAS, a Verified Complaint for Civil Forfeiture in rem was filed on the 6^'’ day of 
June, 2019, by the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Wisconsin, which seeks the 
forfeiture of the above-named defendant properties pursuant to Title 21, United States Code, 
Sections 881(a)(4) and (6), and which prays that process issue to enforce the forfeiture and to 
give notice to all interested parties to appear before the court and show cause why the forfeiture 
should not be decreed; and due proceedings being had, that the defendant properties be 
condemned and forfeited to the use of the United States of America. 

YOU ARE THEREFORE HEREBY COMMANDED to attach and arrest the following 
defendant properties, which are presently in the custody of the United States Marshal Service in 
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in the Eastern District of Wisconsin, and to detain the same until further 
order of this Court: 

A. Approximately $22,606.00 in United States currency, which was seized on 
or about October 25, 2018, from Cardale Bland at or near 7XXX West 
Marine Drive, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and 

B. One 2017 Lincoln MKZ bearing vehicle identification number 
3LN6L5E95HR614085, which was seized on or about October 25, 2018, 
from Cardale Bland at or near 7XXX West Marine Drive, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 


Dated this_day of_, 2019, at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

STEPHEN C. DRIES 
Clerk of Court 


By: 


Deputy Clerk 


Return 


This warrant was received and executed with the arrest of the above-named defendants. 


Date warrant received: 


Date warrant executed: 


Name and title of arresting officer: 


Signature of arresting officer: 


Date: 
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